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CRISIS AND RECONCILIATION IN THE HELLENISTIC WORLD: 
CHANGES, LESSONS, AND OPPORTUNITIES
· 
UNIVERSIDAD DE CONCEPCIÓN - CHILE
Faculty of Humanities and Art
Department of History

SEPTEMBER 2, 3, and 4, 2026

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION
The IBERO-AMERICAN NETWORK FOR HELLENISTIC STUDIES (RIEH, for its acronym in Spanish) cordially extends an invitation to researchers interested in participating in the First Ibero-American Congress on Hellenistic Studies.
In recent years, the study of the Hellenistic world in Chile and Ibero-American countries has experienced substantial growth, challenging conventional perspectives and fostering the development of new themes, methodologies, and interpretative frameworks. This Congress aims to provide a distinguished academic forum for researchers whose work focuses on the Hellenistic world, broadly defined from the reign of Philip II (4th century BCE) to the Roman period (3rd century CE). It covers a wide array of topics, including political, diplomatic, economic, religious, social, and cultural dynamics. The objective is to promote a deeper understanding of Hellenistic processes and expressions, while advancing the recognition of the Hellenistic world as a complex and multifaceted entity, one that integrates the traditions of Classical Greece with those of the Roman Empire, thereby offering diverse avenues for scholarly inquiry. Ultimately, the Congress seeks to establish an interdisciplinary and/or multidisciplinary platform for rigorous analysis, reflection, and academic discourse.
First, crises can be understood as moments of political and military disruption, i.e., periods of upheaval and fracture in history, often triggered by wars, invasions, political assassinations, or the collapse of dynasties. Such events were perceived in varied ways by contemporaries, giving rise to debates about the nature and extent of the responses they provoked, whether destructive or resilient.
Secondly, the term "crisis" can be historically understood as an opportunity for social transformation. Although crises may result in losses and abrupt changes, they have also created spaces for the reconfiguration of power, economic renewal, and the adaptation of both elites and communities. In this sense, a moment of crisis is not viewed solely as a collapse, but rather as a turning point that enabled the reconstruction and ideological and material adjustment of various collectives.
 Thirdly, a crisis can be understood as a significant historiographical process. The term does not merely denote an event, but rather a process through which individuals and societies interpret and respond to adversity. This perspective emphasizes the crucial role of historical actors in attributing meaning to these events and leveraging their outcomes to shape future trajectories.
Amid the various processes and interpretations of crisis, the cultures of the ancient world conceptualized reconciliation not merely as the cessation of hostilities, but as a complex process aimed at restoring social, political, and moral order. Figures such as Solon in Athens served as mediators between conflicting factions, invoking ideals such as eunomia and homonoia to uphold civic unity and avert stásis. In Rome, pax evolved into an ideological instrument that justified imperial expansion as a project of pacification and coexistence under a shared order. Consequently, reconciliation oscillated between negotiation, imposition, and symbolism. In conjunction with the theme of crisis, this Congress seeks to examine the diverse meanings of reconciliation in the classical world, exploring its philosophical and religious dimensions as well as its practical applications in contexts of warfare, law, and politics.
Therefore, the Congress seeks to establish itself as an autonomous space that strengthens the study of Hellenistic history within the historiography of Classical Antiquity in Ibero-American countries, fostering connections that will support the ongoing development of a network of Hellenistic researchers.
 The Congress will be held at Universidad de Concepción (UdeC) in 2026 and will be organized by the Faculty of Humanities and Art, the Department of History, and the Research Group on Classical Antiquity (GIAC UdeC, for its acronym in Spanish). 
The Congress is supported by the Interuniversity Research Group on the Ancient Mediterranean (GEIMA, for its acronym in Spanish) and the Laboratory of Classical Studies at Universidad Andrés Bello (Chile).
The results of this Congress are intended to be published in a collective volume or a thematic dossier in the journal Grecorromana. Revista Chilena de Estudios Clásicos. (https://grecorromana.unab.cl). Further information will be provided in due course.  

THEMATIC AREAS
The Congress is open to all areas of interest for Hellenistic research, including:
· Political, military, and social conflicts 
· Dynastic crises 
· Crises and historiography  
· Crises and Greco-Roman epigraphy 
· Crisis, culture, and materiality 
· Political culture and the culture of risk
· Emotions 
· Local and regional experiences of the crisis 
· Identity and/or identities  
· Intellectuality and crisis  
· Women and female agency in times of crisis  
· Numismatics and iconography 
· Politics, institutions, and diplomacy 
· Reception of crises 
· Violence, peacemaking, and reconciliation

FURTHER INFORMATION regarding the Congress can be found at:
· Instagram
· Facebook: Ibero-American Network for Hellenistic Studies www.facebook.com/groups/554137140661423

SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS
· Submit your proposals to: riehelenisticos@gmail.com
· Main languages: Spanish, Portuguese, and others (English, French, and Italian).
· To submit your proposals, please attach your Word or PDF files and consider the following guidelines:
· Abstract: 500 words in the IMRaD format: Introduction (theme, hypothesis, and research objectives), Methodology (approach and research procedures), Results/Findings, and Discussion (main conclusions).
· Bibliography: A minimum of 10 and a maximum of 20 references.

SELECTION PROCESS
Proposals will be carefully reviewed by the members of the Congress Scientific Committee, who will determine whether they are accepted, accepted with minor or major revisions, or rejected. Should additional information be required, the presenter will be requested to submit further details.

RELEVANT DEADLINES AND DATES: 
· Proposal submission deadline: January 30, 2026
· Notification of acceptance: March 31, 2026
· Official announcement of speakers: May 30, 2026
· Final paper submission for publication: March 2027

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
· Leslie Lagos-Aburto (Universidad de Concepción)
· Juan P. Prieto (Universidad Andrés Bello)
· Pablo Oyarce (Universidad de Concepción) 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
· Paola Druille (Universidad Nacional de La Pampa, Argentina)
· Álvaro Moreno Leoni (Universidad Nacional de Córdoba, Argentina)
· Rainer Guggenberger (Universidad Federal de Río de Janeiro, Brasil)
· Flavia Vasconcellos Amaral (Universidad de Winnipeg, Canadá)
· José Pascual González (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, España)
· Borja Antela Bernández (Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona, España)


ORGANIZED BY
FACULTAD DE HUMANIDADES Y ARTE
DEPARTAMENTO DE HISTORIA
GRUPO DE INVESTIGACIÓN DE LA ANTIGEDAD CLÁSICA (GIAC UDEC)
                                   
IN COLLABORATION WITH
GRUPO INTERUNIVERSITARIO DEL MEDITERRÁNEO ANTIGUO (GEIMA)
LABORATORIO DE ESTUDIOS CLÁSICOS. UNIVERSIDAD ANDRÉS BELLO
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